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Entomophagy reflects a feeding behavior in humans wherein they consume insects as the food. This has been a common practice in many cultures for centuries 
together. The growing world population has steered Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to look for new food sources to address the livelihood security. 
Based on these premises, insects seem to be a viable alternative to address the livelihood security because they reproduce quickly, have high growth and feed 
conversion rates and a low environmental footprint over their entire life cycle, and hence are the good candidates for modern day farming. Minimal technical 
and capital requirement for basic harvesting and rearing equipment is the added advantage of insect domestication. These activities can directly provide for 
dietary diversity, employment and entrepreneurship opportunities in developed, transitional and developing economies. 
Ecological engineering as an innovative pest management tool is a modified tritrophic interaction, enhancing the natural enemies of insect pests and modifying 
the crop micro-environment. It is relatively a new concept of environmental manipulation for the benefit of man and the environment. It increases the 
biodiversity in the ecosystem, significantly increases biological control of crop pests, and provides biological stability in the ecosystem.  It focuses on the 
strategies of pest management both below and above ground by making the habitat less suitable for pests, and more attractive to natural enemies. It is high time 
to disseminate the knowledge and the techniques of ecological engineering so that it will develop rapidly and become a major pest management strategy for 
substantially minimizing pesticide usage in future. 


